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1. Executive Summary

Modern estates fail in the digital layer for one simple reason: legal intent and technical access
are not the same thing. A will can transfer ownership of digital assets, but it cannot by itself
guarantee timely, practical access to accounts, files, credentials, recovery paths, and
authentication systems.

Safeinity addresses this execution gap by combining secure storage, beneficiary mapping,
trigger-based release workflows, and optional higher-assurance death verification. It allows
clients to remain fully in control while alive, then enables structured access for designated
beneficiaries when pre-defined conditions are met.

For planners and estate lawyers, Safeinity is best viewed as digital estate execution
infrastructure. It does not replace estate documents. It helps make those documents
actionable.



2. The Current Digital Estate Problem

Most clients now hold critical value in digital form: financial account credentials, business
systems, cloud archives, device access, subscription services, crypto assets, legal records, and
two-factor authentication dependencies. This creates a new class of estate risk.

The core operational problems are:

1. Access fragmentation
Data and credentials are spread across devices, cloud services, inboxes, apps, and
password systems.

2. Timing risk
Families need fast access after death or incapacity, but no one wants premature release
while the client is alive.

3. Security-usability conflict
Higher security often reduces recoverability for non-technical heirs.

4. Human process failure
Beneficiary contact details go stale. Instructions are incomplete. Executors and heirs do
not know what to do first.

5. Single-point dependence
Many plans rely on one person, one password file, or one envelope. If that link fails, the
plan fails.

6. No trigger automation
Without a defined monitoring and release workflow, digital transfer becomes ad hoc,
delayed, and error-prone.



3. Why Traditional Estate Planning Alone Is Not Enough

Traditional documents are essential but not sufficient for digital estates. In practice:
o Documents establish legal authority, but not always operational readiness.
e Executors may be legally authorized but technically blocked.

e Families may inherit rights yet still lose access due to key loss, missing 2FA pathways,
or incomplete credential chains.

e Manual handoffs can be slow, inconsistent, and vulnerable to misuse.
A robust digital estate plan therefore needs two layers:

1. Legal control layer
Will, trust, power of attorney, fiduciary instructions, and beneficiary designations.

2. Operational execution layer
A secure, maintainable system that governs who gets access, to what, and under what
conditions.

Safeinity is designed for this second layer.



4. What Safeinity Is

Safeinity is a digital estate platform built to help users:
e Securely store digital assets and instructions
o Designate beneficiaries
o Map specific files to specific beneficiaries
e Use heartbeat-based monitoring to detect sustained non-response
e Optionally apply death certificate verification before release
e Use advanced key management models, including key sharding, where appropriate

It supports both straightforward family scenarios and advanced high-value estates requiring
stronger control and fraud resistance.



5. How Safeinity Solves the Problem

Safeinity addresses digital estate risk through a practical workflow:

1. Store critical digital information in one secure system
Clients centralize files, instructions, and sensitive digital estate material.

2. Define beneficiaries and access scope
Clients can grant broad access or assign specific files to specific people.

3. Enable heartbeat monitoring
The system sends periodic check-ins by email and/or SMS.

4. Escalate on non-response

If check-ins are missed, warning communications are sent during a trigger window.

5. Release based on configured model
If non-response persists through the trigger period, beneficiary access workflows
proceed.

6. Add optional verification for higher assurance
For clients with higher fraud risk or contested estate concerns, death certificate
validation adds a verification layer before release.

This turns estate intent into repeatable operational execution.



6. Heartbeat Monitoring

Heartbeat monitoring is the timing and control mechanism.
How it works at a practical level:
e Theclientreceives periodic check-in prompts.
e Asimple confirmation action resets the heartbeat timer.
e Ifthe client does not respond, the system escalates with additional warnings.

e If non-response continues through the configured trigger period, access transition logic
is activated.

Why this matters for advisors:
e Itreduces reliance on manual executor intervention for initial timing.
e It provides a controlled, auditable path from active client control to beneficiary access.
e It canbe tuned to client preferences and risk tolerance.

e It materially lowers the chance of silent account abandonment with no transfer
mechanism.



7. Death Certificate Verification (DCV)

For higher-risk estates, Safeinity offers death certificate verification as an additional assurance
step.

Purpose:
e Reduce false-release risk
e Add fraud resistance
e Improve confidence in contested or high-value cases
Practical value for professionals:
e Useful for clients with substantial assets
e Useful for families with conflict potential
e Useful where social engineering or impersonation risk is elevated

DCV should be treated as a governance control, not just a feature upgrade.



8. Security Models and Planning Implications

Safeinity supports multiple security modes. Advisors should align mode choice to client
capability and estate complexity.

Standard Protection
Best for most clients.
Benefits:
e Strong protection with low operational burden
e Easier beneficiary handoff
e Lower failure risk from lost keys
Tradeoff:
e Relies on platform-side security infrastructure
Client-Side or Zero-Knowledge Patterns
Best for ultra-sensitive subsets of data.
Benefits:
e Maximum confidentiality
e Strong privacy posture
Tradeoff:
e Client-managed keys are required
e Lost key material can make recovery impossible
e Beneficiaries need both key access and instructions

Planning implication:
Use this selectively for crown-jewel assets, not indiscriminately for everything.



9. Beneficiary and File-Level Access Design

Safeinity supports practical least-privilege inheritance by allowing:
o Beneficiaries to be assigned at account level
e Specific files to be assigned to specific beneficiaries
e Multiple beneficiaries per file when needed
e Ongoing updates as family circumstances change

This is critical for estates where different people need different categories of information, such
as:

e Spouse: financial and household continuity documents

e Adult child: selected family records

e Business partner: business continuity assets

e Healthcare proxy: medical directives and emergency data

This structure reduces overexposure and improves handoff clarity.



10. Key Sharding and Distributed Trust

Safeinity includes key sharding and shard reconstruction workflows based on threshold
cryptographic principles.

Plain-language model:
e Asecretissplitinto multiple shards.
e A minimum threshold of shards is required to reconstruct.
e Fewer than threshold yields no usable secret.
Why this matters:
e Nosingle person can act alone.
e Betterresilience than single-holder escrow.
e Strong fit for high-value or high-conflict estates.

Best use:
Targeted deployment for critical keys, paired with a written runbook.



11. Recommended Advisor Workflow

For financial planners and estate lawyers, a repeatable implementation process is:

1. Digital estate intake
Identify digital asset categories, risk tier, and likely beneficiaries.

2. Access architecture
Define who gets what, when, and under what trigger conditions.

3. Safeinity configuration
Set up beneficiaries, file mapping, heartbeat settings, and where appropriate, DCV and
sharding.

4. Instruction package
Create plain-language execution instructions for non-technical heirs.

5. Legalalignment
Cross-reference with wills, trusts, fiduciary letters, and powers of attorney.

6. Annual review cycle
Update contacts, beneficiaries, custodians, and key instructions after life events.



12. Role of Professional Advisors

Safeinity enables stronger digital estate outcomes, but advisor oversight remains essential.
Financial planner role:
e Integrate digital assets into overall continuity and legacy planning
e Ensure practical transfer pathways are tested
o Coordinate periodic review discipline
Estate lawyer role:
e Align legal authority with operational access pathways
e Reduce ambiguity around fiduciary intent
e Address jurisdiction-specific digital asset authority issues
Joint role:

e Prevent the common failure where documents are complete but the family still cannot
access critical digital assets.



13. Governance Checklist

For each client, confirm the following:
e Beneficiary records are current and verified
o File-to-beneficiary assignments reflect current wishes
e Heartbeat settings are active and understood
e Escalation channels include reliable email and SMS pathways
e High-security assets have clear key custody instructions
e Shard holders are documented and periodically reconfirmed
e Aplain-language beneficiary runbook exists
e Legal documents and platform configuration are aligned

e Review cadence is scheduled and enforced

14. Suggested Positioning Language for Client Meetings

Digital estate planning has two jobs: determine who should inherit and ensure they can
actually access what they inherit.

Your legal documents solve the first job.

Safeinity helps execute the second job securely and on time.

15. Conclusion

The main digital estate risk is not lack of legal intent. It is execution failure.

Safeinity helps close that gap by combining secure storage, beneficiary controls, automated
inactivity monitoring, optional death verification, and advanced key custody patterns for high-
sensitivity scenarios.

For planners and estate lawyers, this creates a practical bridge between legal design and real-
world transfer. It helps convert estate plans from static documents into operationally reliable
outcomes for families.



